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SUB J : MINISTER J.A. RAHIM FIRED 

1. 1. A. RAHIM, MINISTER FOR PRODUCTION, PRESIDENTIAL 
AFFAIRS, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, HAS BEEN DISMISSED FROM 
BHUTTO'S CABINET, ACCORDING TO RADIO PAKISTAN ANNOUNCEMENT 
MORNING JULY 3. DISMISSAL APPARENTLY FOLLOWED MARATHON 
CABINET MEETING TAKING UP MUCH OF PREVIOUS DAY. REPORTING 
DISMISSAL, ASSOCIATED PRESS PAKISTAN STATED THAT HE HAD 
BEEN REMOVED "ON GROUNDS OF MISBEHAVIOR ", NO DETAILS WERE 
GIVEN. 

2. NO ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE REGARDING SUCCESSOR FOR 
RAHIM, BUT SPECULATION IS WIDESPREAD THAT PORTFOLIO WILL 
GO TO SENATOR RAFI RAZA, FORMER SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 
PRIMIN BHUTTO. QUERIED ABOUT RAZA'S RUMORED APPOINTMENT, 
OFFICIALS IN RAHIM'S FORMER MINISTRY TOLD EMBASSY LOCAL 
THAT IT WAS "NOT OFFICIAL YET". 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING RAHIM'S DISMISSAL DID NOT 
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OTHER POSITION AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF PEOPLE'S PARTY, 

BUT LATTER APPEARS LIKELY IF HE HAS INDEED BEEN DISMISSED 
FOR "MISBEHAVIOR". 

4. COMMENT: RAHIM IS ONE OF FOUNDING MEMBERS OF PEOPLE'S 
PARTY AND LONG-TIME ASSOCIATE OF BHUTTO. ABLE, INDEPENDENTLY 
WEALTHY AND INCORRUPTIBLE, HE ALSO HAS REPUTATION FOR 
ARROGANCE AND IRASCIBILITY. DOGMATIC AND SOCIALIST ORIENTED, 

RAHIM HAS BEEN AN OUTSPOKEN CRITIC OF PRIVATE INDUSTRY HERE. 

RAFI RAZA WOULD BE SHARP CONTRAST. HE IS WELL KNOW TO 
EMBASSY AS HIGHLY INTELLIGENT, AFFABLE, SOPHISTICATED AND 
PRAGMATIC INDIVIDUAL. 

5. HARD TO TELL WHETHER THIS MARKS BEGINNING OF BHUTTO’S 
OFTEN-PROMISED AND LONG-DELAYED CABINET RESHUFFLE. THERE 
ARE RUMORS OF FURTHER CHANGES IN THE OFFING, BUT MANNER 
IN WHICH RAHIM DISMISSED SUGGESTS THIS IS PROBABLY SPECIAL 
CASE. GOOD CHANCE THAT FURTHER CABINET CHANGES WILL BE 
WITHHELD UNTIL AFTER BHUTTO'S RETURN FROM MOSCOW. 

BYROADE 
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